STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

                     SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh

Sh. Navneet Singh,

S/o Shri Gurcharan Singh,

Plot No.75, Nagar Nigam Colony,

Outside Gilwali Gali,Amritsar.




                  --------Complainant

Vs.
Public Information Officer,

O/o Improvement Trust,

Amritsar.







        -------Respondent

CC No.1353/2010
ORDER
 
Present:  
Shri Param Pal on behalf of the Complainant.

  
Shri Avtar Singh, Senior Assistant, on behalf of the Respondent.


Today, during the course of hearing, the Respondent stated that information sought by the Complainant relates to third party information and the Respondent submitted that vide letter No.AIT/3151, dated 27.4.2010 written to Shri Navneet Singh, Complainant, Shri Devinder Mohan Jakhami, Advocate related to the allotment of the plots, in question, vide his application dated 18.12.2009 has informed to the office that as his relations with the Complainant are not cordial as such no information should be given to him as desired by him without his consent.
2.

In response to the first point No.1, the Respondent stated that the 
 concerned file is also not traceable, so information could not be supplied to the Complainant. PIO was directed to fix responsibility and register FIR against the official regarding missing said file and to file an affidavit that record is not available in the office. The Respondent has placed a copy of the said letter for Commission record.
3.

The case is fixed for further hearing on 02.08.2010 at 2 PM. 
4.

Copies of the order be sent to the parties.








    Sd/-
Chandigarh

     



    (Mrs. Jaspal Kaur)       Dated:05.07.2010
                                  State Information Commissioner.
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

                     SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh
Sh.Amrik Singh,

S/o Shri Gurcharan Singh,

Plot o.75,Nagar Nigam Colony,

Outside Gilwali Gate, Amritsar.



                 -------Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Improvement Trust,

Ranjit Avenue, Amritsar.




                   -------Respondent




CC No.1338/2010




       ORDER
 
Present:  
Shri Param Pal on behalf of the Complainant.

  
Shri Avtar Singh, Senior Assistant, on behalf of the Respondent.



The Complainant was not present today. Shri Param Pal who has appeared on behalf of the Complainant, information has been provided to him to enable the Complainant to point out any deficiency. Therefore, one more opportunity is provided to the Complainant to point out any deficiency if he desires so. 
5.

The case is fixed for further hearing on 02.08.2010 at 2 PM for compliance. 

6.

Copies of the order be sent to the parties.









  Sd/-
Chandigarh

     



    (Mrs. Jaspal Kaur)       Dated:05.07.2010
                                  State Information Commissioner.
      STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

                   SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh
Sh. Amritpal Singh,

D-15, Marg-13,

Saket, New Delhi-110 017.




     -----------Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Managing Director,
PSIEC, Udyog Bhawan, Sector: 17-C, 
Chandigarh.


                                                  -----------Respondent

CC No. 1020 of 2010

ORDER

Present: 
None on behalf of the Complainant.

Shri G.S.Sandhu, APIO-cum-Manager Legal on behalf of the PIO/ Respondent



In compliance of the order dated 3.5.2010, the Respondent has brought a copy of information along with to be supplied to the Complainant by hand in the Court, but the Complainant is not present today. The PIO is hereby directed to send the information by registered post.
2.

To come up on 19.07.2010 for confirmation of compliance.
3.

Copies of the order be sent to the parties.








    Sd/-
Chandigarh

     



    (Mrs. Jaspal Kaur)       Dated:05.07.2010
                                  State Information Commissioner.
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

                     SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh
Sh.Jeet Singh,

S/o Shri Puran Singh,

# 205, Patel Nagar,

Near Bibi Wala Chowk,

Bathinda. 



 

                      --------Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Improvement Trust, Bathinda.



    -------Respondent

CC-1540/10

ORDER

Present: -
None on behalf of the Complainant.

              
Shri Nawab Singh, Senior Assistant, on behalf of Respondent.



A telephonic message has been received by the Commission office that he could not attend the Court due to ‘Bharat Bandh’ in the Country today.
2.
 
The Respondent stated that information sought has been supplied to the Complainant and he has also produced acknowledgement of receipt by the Complainant which states that information regarding para No.4 has not yet been supplied to him. The Respondent submits that one adjournment may be given to him and assures the Commission that pending information regarding point No.4 will be supplied before the next date of hearing.

3. 
 
To come up on 02.08.2010 for confirmation of compliance.
4.

Copies of the order be sent to the parties.
   
  




                          Sd/-
Chandigarh

     



    (Mrs. Jaspal Kaur)       Dated:05.07.2010
                                  State Information Commissioner.
STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

                  SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh
Sh. Talwinder Singh,

#1281,Haibowal Khurd, Ludhiana. 


                          --------Complainant
Vs.
Public Information Officer,

O/o Chairman, Ludhiana
Improvement Trust, Ludhiana.





    --------Respondent

CC No.1203 of 2010

ORDER

Present: -
None on behalf of the Complainant.


Shri Karanveer Singh, APIO-cum-Accountant on behalf of PIO.


In the instant case, Complainant sought information from the PIO, O/o Ludhiana Improvement Trust, Ludhiana on 30.10.2009. After the stipulated time elapsed, Complainant filed a complaint with the Commission on 25.2.2010. Respondent Department denied by stating that information sought is not in public domain. PIO was directed to be present in person to explain the matter how the information is not in public interest. 

2.  

PIO did not appear today as per the directions given on the last date of hearing. Shri Karanveer Singh, APIO-cum-Accountant appeared on behalf the PIO and explained the matter. As the Complainant was absent today, an opportunity was provided to the Complainant to make any submission regarding the plea taken by the Respondent, but he has not made any submission by writing or being present personally before the Commission. Commission feels that the Complainant has nothing to submit to this effect.

3.

APIO stated that PIO could not attend today’s hearing due to the ‘Bharat Bandh’. Therefore, one more opportunity is given to the parties.
4.

Accordingly, the case is adjourned to 12.07.2010 at 2 PM for confirmation of compliance.


5.
 
Copies of the order be sent to the parties.
 







  Sd/- 


               

Chandigarh

     



    (Mrs. Jaspal Kaur)       Dated:05.07.2010
                                       State Information Commissioner.

STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

                   SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh
Sh.Varinder Choudhary,

S/o Shri Gopal Krishan Saini,

R/o H.No.17, Green Enclave,

Adarsh Nagar, Ropar,

Tehsil & Distt. Ropar.

                                                ---Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer,

O/o Municipal Committee,

Roopnagar.


                                                            ---Respondent

CC No.911/2010 & CC No.1629/2010

ORDER
Present: -
None present on behalf of the parties.


In compliance of the order dated 31.5.2010, compensation has been made to the Complainant. In this regard, the letter has been sent to the Commission by the Complainant which has been received in the Commission office vide Diary No.12716, dated 29.6.2010 stating that he has received compensation of Rs.5000/- from Municipal Council, Ropar.

2.

In view of this, the case is accordingly closed and disposed of.
3.
  
Copies of the order be sent to the parties.

  


               Sd/-
Chandigarh

     



    (Mrs. Jaspal Kaur)       Dated:05.07.2010
                                  State Information Commissioner.
     STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION, PUNJAB

                  SCO No. 84-85, Sector 17-C, Chandigarh.
Sh. Amar Nath,

S/o Shri Sant Ram,

R/o Ravi Dass Nagar,

Khatikan Mohalla,Fazilka,

District: Ferozepur.




                              ---Complainant

Vs.

Public Information Officer, (Regd)
O/o Executive Officer,

Municipal Council,

Fazilka, Distt. Ferozepur.

                                                  ---Respondent

CC No. 856 of 2010

ORDER

Present: 
Shri Amar Nath, Complainant in person.



None on behalf of the Respondent.



In the instant case, Shri Amar Nath moved a RTI application dated 16.12.2009 to the PIO, O/o Municipal Council, Fazilka. No information had been provided by the PIO, hence the Complainant filed a complaint to the Commission on 10.2.2010, received in the Commission on 27.2.2010, vide Diary No.3456. Notice was served on 17.3.2010 to the parties. Hearings were held on 5.4.2010, 21.4.2010, 12.5.2010 and today, i.e. 5.7.2010. Respondent has neither attended any of the hearings, nor has he supplied any information to the Complainant till date.


2.   

A notice under Section 20(1) of the RTI Act, 2005 was issued to the Respondent vide order dated 12.5.2010 for his failure to supply the information to the Complainant. Respondent was also given chance for a personal hearing before imposition of penalty. He has neither come present nor availed the opportunity of personal hearing nor sent the reply in writing. The callous behaviour of the Respondent, to say the least, is contumacious. The Respondent has completely failed to supply information till date as called for by the Complainant vide his application dated 16.12.2009, thus, causing a delay of more than 170 days after deducting a period of 30 days for supply of information. I hold that in the
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 instant case, the Respondent has failed to supply the information malafidely and without any reasonable cause.
3.

In view of the above, I deem it is a fit case where a penalty for not providing the information to the applicant, can be imposed under Section 20(1) of the RTI Act, 2005 and I impose a penalty of Rs.25000/- on the concerned PIO/Respondent.
4.

The Complainant pleaded for the compensation on account of the detriment he suffered in procuring the information from the Respondent as he has been attending the Commission on all the dates of hearing. Accordingly, an amount of Rs.5000/- as compensation under Section 19(8)(b) of the RTI Act, 2005 is also ordered to be paid to the Complainant by the Public Authority.

4.

A copy of this order be sent to the Principal Secretary Local Government, Punjab and the Director Local Government, Punjab to ensure the compliance of the order. The amount of penalty so imposed be deducted from the salary of Shri T.R.Verma, PIO-cum-Executive Officer, Municipal Council, Fazilka in two equal installments and amount of compensation is paid to the Complainant before the next date of hearing. Further, they should ensure that complete information is provided to the Complainant before the next date of hearing.

5.

It is also made clear to the Respondent that in case he still fails to comply with the orders of the Commission and does not come present in person on the next date of hearing, action under Section 20(2) of the RTI Act, 2005 will also be initiated against him.

6.

To come up on 02.08.2010 at 2 PM for confirmation of compliance.

7.

A copy of this order be sent to both the parties and to the Principal Secretary Local Government and the Director Local Government, Punjab, Chandigarh. 
   





              Sd/-
Chandigarh

     



    (Mrs. Jaspal Kaur)       Dated:05.07.2010
                                  State Information Commissioner.
